
 

 
Immigrants in the Jewish and Muslim Texts 

 
 
Hebrew Bible 
 
Exodus 23:  
You must not oppress the stranger; you know 
how a stranger feels, for you lived as strangers 
in the land of Egypt. 

Leviticus 19: 32-34 
If a stranger lives with you in your land, do not 
molest him. You must count him as one of your 
own countrymen and love him as yourself—for 
you were once strangers yourselves in Egypt. I 
am Yahweh your God. 

Psalm 103: 6 
Yahweh, who does what is right, 
is always on the side of the oppressed. 

Micah 6: 8 
What is good has been explained to you; 
this is what Yahweh asks of you: 
only this, to act justly, 
to love tenderly, 
and to walk humbly with your God. 
 
Isaiah 61: 1-2 
The spirit of the Lord Yahweh has been given 
to me, 
for Yahweh has anointed me 
He has sent me to bring good news to the 
poor, to bind up hearts that are broken; 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
freedom to those in prison; 
to proclaim a year of favor from Yahweh. 
 

 
 
 
The Qur’an 

Verse 4:97 
Lo! as for those whom the angels take (in death) 
while they wrong themselves (by sinning), (the 
angels) will ask: In what were ye engaged? They 
will say: We were oppressed in the land. (The 
angels) will say: Was not God’s earth spacious that 
ye could have migrated therein? 

Verse 55:9 
But those who entered the city and the faith 
before them love those who flee unto them for 
refuge, and find in their breasts no need for 
that which has been given to them, but prefer 
(the refugees) above themselves though 
poverty become their lot. And who is saved from 
his own avarice—such are they who are 
successful. 
 
Verse 16:41 
And those who became (refugees) for the cause of 
God after they had been oppressed. We verily 
shall give them goodly lodging in the world, and 
surely the reward of the hereafter 
is greater, if they but knew. 

Verse 24:22 
And let not those who possess dignity and ease 
among you swear not to give to the near of kin 
and to the needy, and to refugees for the cause of 
God. Let them forgive and show indulgence. 
Yearn ye not that God forgive you? God is 
Forgiving, Merciful.

 


