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SERMON STARTERS
 
Psalm 82 is a plea for justice, in line with the traditional formula of defending "the widow, the orphan, and the sojourner among you." Preachers have seldom done much with the Psalms but this is beginning to change, and many psalms resonate emotionally with the faithful and striving-to-be-more-faithful. 

 

The Amos 7:7-17 warns about the consequences for a nation of persisting in injustice, which is a good jumping off point for talking about the continuing suffering of our most vulnerable neighbors, including undocumented immigrants. 

 

The Gospel lesson (Luke 10:25-37), the parable of the Good Samaritan, is one I have often used myself to deal with immigration policy. The story tells us that the one who has pity on you when you are wounded, the one who rescues you in your hour of need, may be a foreigner you have despised. Indeed, it may be the wounds and rejection that have been suffered by the sojourner among you that gives him or her sympathy for your plight. Even the most skeptical of scholars believe this radical teaching is a story Jesus really told, something the Jesus Seminar calls “provocative public speech.” This parable, one of the best-known and most-loved stories ever told, leads to some questions, and some stories you might tell from your own life:

· If you are stranded by the side of the road, which driver will stop to help you, the guy in the Lexus or someone in a battered sedan?  

· When you drop your keys down the storm drain—yep, done that, too—who will help you fish them out, the guy in a suit or a blue-collar gal?  

· When they rush you to the ER, who is likely to be working the midnight shift, a native born doc or an immigrant physician? 

· Who is likely to take care of you when you are hospitalized? Probably an immigrant nurse and an even-more-recently arrived aide.

· When you need a home health aide, do you think a native-born American will come to your house? 

 

WORSHIP RESOURCES
 
Hymns: 

“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” written by a Church of Scotland missionary in Malawi and set to a tune from Ghana (United Methodist Hymnal #432)

“When the Poor Ones/Cuando el Pobre” a Catholic hymn from Spain (UMH #434)

Creeds/Affirmations:

The Korean Methodist Affirmation, which says,

 “We believe . . . in the family of God, where we are all brothers and sisters.” (UMH #884)

 

 Affirmation of Faith from the Presbyterian Church USA Web site:

 
I believe in almighty God, who guided his people in exile and in exodus, the God of Joseph in Egypt and of Daniel in Babylon, the God of foreigners and immigrants. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ a displaced Galilean, who was born away from his people and his home, who had to flee the country with his parents when his life was in danger, and who upon returning to his own country had to suffer the oppression of the tyrant Pontius Pilate, the servant of a foreign power. He was persecuted, beaten, tortured and finally accused and condemned to death unjustly. But on the third day, this scorned Jesus rose from the death, not as a foreigner but to offer us citizenship in heaven.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the eternal immigrant from God’s kingdom among us, who speaks all languages, lives in all countries, and reunites all races.
 
I believe that the church is the secure home for all foreigners and believers who constitute it, who speaks the same language and have the same purpose.
 
I believe that the communion of saints begins when we accept the diversity of the saints. 
 
I believe in the forgiveness, which makes us all equal, and in the reconciliation, which identifies us more than does race, language or nationality.
 
I believe that in the Resurrection, God will unite us as one people in which all are distinct and all are alike at the same time.
 
I believe in the eternal life beyond this world, where no one will be an immigrant but all will be citizens of God’s Kingdom that has no end. Amen.
 

A PRAYER for IMMIGRANTS
From the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in honor their founder Mother Cabrini, herself an immigrant from Italy,

We ask you to teach us to welcome newcomers to our land
and to serve them with the same joy you embodied.
We seek faith, that our trust in God will strengthen us
to carry on the works of peace and justice.
We seek hope, that our confidence will shine as a beacon
to those who flee to our land in despair.
We seek love, the perfect love which casts out all fear,
that we may welcome strangers in our land
with true peace and generosity of spirit.  Amen.
