“Do not oppress the hired laborer who is poor and needy whether he is one of your people or one of the sojourners in your land within your gates.” – Deuteronomy 24:14

March, 2013
Dear Senator _______________,
As a person of faith, I urge you to do everything in your power to ensure that New York raises its outdated minimum wage to at least $9 per hour this year, and indexes it to keep pace with inflation.  In taking this position, I agree with Cardinal Timothy Dolan and all the Catholic bishops of New York who wrote:
“A full-time minimum-wage earner will bring in $15,080 per year, which is $4,010 below the 2012 federal poverty guidelines for a family of three….Our sustained recession and painfully slow recovery have left many of these workers – often people of color and frequently the newest immigrants to our shores who therefore have the fewest support systems – on the brink of homelessness, with not enough in their paychecks to pay for the most basic of necessities, like food, medicine or clothing for their children.”

New York has one of the highest costs of living in America.  Yet the minimum wage is the same in New York as it is in Idaho or Kentucky. No person who works should be poor.    In a state with the greatest inequality gaps between the rich and the poor, there is no excuse for New York's current minimum wage.  Ask any of the 140,000 Long Islanders who are currently earning the minimum wage. How do they pay rent or feed the kids or pay for childcare while making the same $7.25 an hour that workers in Mississippi earn?
An increase in the minimum wage would not just help working families in New York make ends meet.  Raising the minimum wage is a key strategy for setting New York’s economy on the path to real recovery.  It is one of the most effective ways to stimulate the consumer spending that drives our economy, without adding a dime to the deficit.   Studies have shown that the New York State Assembly bill, which increases the minimum wage to $9 an hour and includes future increases related to inflation, will help boost the economy by getting workers to spend an additional $3,200 per household per year. 
More than a million workers stand to benefit from increasing New York’s minimum wage to $9 per hour – just over 11% of all New York workers.   Raising the minimum wage to $9 is a very modest proposal that would just begin to put New York’s working families on better economic footing, while boosting the consumer spending our economy needs to recover. It is the right thing to do—and it’s our moral obligation. 
Sincerely,
Name ______________________________

Address ____________________________

